interest from some of the emperors in Delphi, over time the sanctuary changed from an important consultation hub to a tourist attraction which engaged with memory and history.7
This chapter will examine Asclepieian cults in the Classical and Hellenistic periods up to the age of Augustus. As the Roman Imperial era from 27 BC to the death of Severus Alexander is the timeframe for this work, it is necessary first to provide an overview of the cult up to that point in order to be able to explore how matters within the cult of Asclepius changed during the Roman Empire. This chapter will, therefore, explore the dissemination of the cult and the methods by which this happened within the pre-Augustan cult. It is necessary to understand how the cults spread and were connected with each other as it possible that if two sanctuaries shared the same place of origin, they might also have certain rites and rituals in common. Understanding the shared and unique aspects of each sanctuary, their patterns of dissemination, and the connections between them, allows for the regional and global characteristics of the cult to become clear. As such, regional and more generic characteristics of the cult will be examined and also how external factors, such as the patronage of Hellenistic kings, influenced worship of Asclepius. This chapter will start by examining the earliest available source on Asclepius, namely Homer, and the view he presented of the god and the later ramifications of this. The general dissemination of the cult will then be discussed and the four main sanctuaries of Asclepius, namely Epidaurus, Athens, Cos, and Pergamum, and those located in Italy will also be examined in more detail. These cult sites will each be discussed further for the Roman period in the subsequent chapters. A general discussion on epithets and their use within the cult will follow this as well as a survey of Asclepieian iconography. The chapter will conclude with an overview of the role which divine epiphany and the rite of incubation played within the cult.
Homeric Origins
Homer is the earliest source who mentions Asclepius but he does so only very briefly: οἳ δ᾽ εἶχον Τρίκκην καὶ Ἰθώμην κλωμακόεσσαν, οἵ τ᾽ ἔχον Οἰχαλίην πόλιν Εὐρύτου Οἰχαλιῆος,
